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DRAFT RESOLUTION

STRENGTHENING OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:

That the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) has been recognized by the Summits of the Americas and the OAS General Assembly as the principal hemispheric forum for promoting women’s human rights and gender equity and equality;

That in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government of the Hemisphere pledged to support an adequate level of resources to the CIM to enable it to fulfill its role and also pledged to strengthen the CIM as technical advisor for the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) on all aspects of gender equity and equality; 

RECALLING that in the past five years there has been a notable increase in the mandates given to the CIM by the Member States of the OAS, namely: 1) To serve as the organ for follow-up, coordination and evaluation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) [AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00)]; 2)  To act as the Secretariat of the Conference of State Parties and the Committee of Experts of the newly created Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará [AG/RES.    (XXXV-O/05)]; and 3)  In coordination with the General Secretariat, to hold a Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM) every four years [AG/RES. 1741 (XXX-O/00)];

RECALLING ALSO that resolution CIM/RES. 225 (XXI-O/02), “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children” resolves “To establish a focal point in the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM to assist the efforts, information sharing, and activities of the member states…;”

CONSIDERING:

That resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), which approved the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), urges the General Secretariat to strengthen the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM by allocating to it the necessary human and financial resources, and to help it obtain funds from private sources; and

That resolutions AG/RES. 1451 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1592 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1625 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1941 (XXVI-O/03) and AG/RES. 2021 (XXVII-O/04), have all instructed the General Secretariat and the Permanent Council to make every possible effort to allocate technical, human, and financial resources to the CIM so it will be better equipped to perform its essential activities; 


CONSIDERING ALSO  that the II Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States (REMIM II), held in  April 2004, adopted Resolution CIM/REMIM-II/RES. 8/04 urging the OAS General Secretariat to provide the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM with sufficient human and financial resources to strengthen its capacity to comply with its mandates, as a specialized organization of the OAS dedicated to the promotion and protection of women’s human rights; and to include CIM projects and programs among the priorities that are presented to external donors for funding; 

NOTING WITH CONCERN that the increase in the mandates to the CIM emanating from the Summits of the Americas, the General Assembly, the Convention of Belém do Pará and its follow-up, the IAP and REMIM, as well as from specific projects such as the trafficking in persons project, is not consistent with the limited human and financial resources allocated to the Commission, which have been drastically reduced over the past eight years,

RESOLVES:
1. To urge the Secretary General to provide the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), in its capacity as a specialized organization of the OAS, with sufficient human and financial resources to strengthen its capacity to carry out its increasing mandates.

2. To urge the Secretary General to include CIM projects and programs among the priorities presented to external donors for funding. 

3. To invite member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and national or international organizations, whether public or private, that wish to do so to make voluntary contributions to support the development and implementation of CIM projects and programs.

4. To reiterate the mandate to the Permanent Council, through the Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Affairs (CAAP), to invite the CIM Executive Secretary to present periodic reports on the financial resources needed to fulfill its mandates.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

FOURTH BIENNIAL REPORT ON FULFILLMENT OF RESOLUTION
AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “PROMOTION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN
CONVENTION ON THE PREVENTION, PUNISHMENT, AND ERADICATION
OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, ‘CONVENTION OF BELÉM DO PARÁ’”


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, adopted in 1994, identified violence against women as a violation of their human rights and its elimination as essential for their individual and social development and their full and equal participation in all walks of life;

That, to date, 31 countries have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará, thereby expressing their absolute rejection of and concern over any act of violence and demonstrating their commitment to the fulfillment of the Convention’s objectives and of the obligations they have assumed;

That, pursuant to resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) has submitted to the General Assembly four biennial reports on progress made in the application of the Convention as well as on experiences and results achieved through the initiatives and programs pursued in the member states to combat violence against women;
That these reports indicate that, despite efforts to implement the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará, violence persists and is of such magnitude that it is imperative to continuously implement strategies allowing women to live free from violence;

That the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality attach great importance to the topic of the elimination of violence and especially to implementation and follow-up of the Convention of Belém do Pará;
That in resolution AG/RES. 1942 (XXXIII-O/03) on the Third Biennial Report, emphasis was placed on the need to adopt the most appropriate and effective way to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará, given that any mechanism allowing for follow-up and analysis of the manner in which progress was being made and facilitating cooperation among the states parties themselves and among the member states as a whole would contribute to the achievement of the Convention’s objectives.

That the Second Meeting of Ministers or of the Highest-Ranking Authorities Responsible for the Advancement of Women in the Member States, held in April 2004, adopted resolution CIM/REMIM-II/RES. 6/04, whereby it urged member states to continue supporting the efforts of the Inter-American Commission of Women in the process of creating and implementing a mechanism for follow-up on implementation of the Convention, and to continue working collaboratively to prevent, punish, and eradicate all forms of violence against women, in both the public and private spheres; and
UNDERSCORING:

That, pursuant to the mandates set forth in resolution CIM/RES. 224 (XXI-O/02) and resolution AG/RES. 2012 (XXXIV-O/04), a meeting of experts of the member states was held at OAS headquarters on July 20 and 21, 2004, which agreed on recommendations on how best to follow up on the Convention of Belém do Pará;
That, on the basis of those recommendations, on October 26, 2004, the First Conference of States Parties to the Convention was held, with the collaboration of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) and the Department of Legal Affairs of the OAS General Secretariat, which adopted the Statute to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (MESECVI);
That the Thirty-second Assembly of Delegates of the CIM adopted a declaration expressing its commitment to the earliest possible implementation of the Mechanism, to enable the objectives of the Convention of Belém do Pará to be achieved and the women of the region to exercise their right to live free from violence, and encouraging all states parties and states not party to the Convention, permanent observers, international financial institutions, and civil society organizations to contribute to the OAS specific fund established for that purpose; and
That said meeting also adopted resolution CIM/RES. 229 (XXXII-O/04), “Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” in which it expressed its satisfaction at the approval of the MESECVI and decided to forward it to the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth regular session,

RESOLVES:


1.
To take note of the Fourth Biennial Report of the CIM on fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97) and to request the Commission to continue presenting these reports every two years.


2.
To adopt the Statute to Follow up on Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (MESECVI); and to invite all states parties and states not party to the Convention, permanent observers, international financial institutions, and civil society organizations to contribute to the OAS specific fund established for that purpose.


3.
To express appreciation to the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM for the work done to secure approval of the Statute of the MESECVI; and to urge the Permanent Secretariat to continue to serve in the important role of secretariat of the mechanism with a view to its effective implementation.


4.
To congratulate the member states for their efforts to effectively meet the objectives of the Convention by adopting the Statute of the MESECVI, in keeping with the priorities set in the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas, the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.


5.
To urge member states to continue to move forward, with support from the CIM, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, and other areas of the General Secretariat, with the implementation of the MESECVI and to take specific measures to ensure the effective enforcement of national legislation, in accordance with ratified regional and international conventions on the elimination of discrimination and violence against women, in particular the Convention of Belém do Pará, as well as coordinated action to ensure a culture of respect for human rights.


6.
To urge the member states that have not yet done so to ratify regional human rights instruments, in particular the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, "Convention of Belém do Pará," as a sign of their commitment to, respect for, and promotion and increased protection of women’s human rights.


7.
To encourage member states to allocate more human and financial resources in their national and regional budgets to help victims of violence and to prevent, punish, and eradicate all forms of violence against women.


8.
To urge the Secretary General to allocate more human, technical, and financial resources to the CIM to enable it to continue supporting the efforts of the member states related to full implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará, as well as other initiatives geared toward the elimination of violence against women.

DRAFT RESOLUTION

PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS
AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

HAVING SEEN the report of the Secretary General on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (CP/doc.4005/05);

CONSIDERING:

That the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP), adopted by means of resolution AG/RES. 1732 (XXX-O/00), has gender mainstreaming as its decisive strategy for attaining the ultimate goal of promoting and protecting women’s human rights and gender equity and equality and for achieving equality of rights and opportunities between women and men;

Resolutions AG/RES. 1777 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1941 (XXXIII-O/03), and AG/RES. 2023 (XXXIV-O/04), with which the General Assembly received the successive reports of the Secretary General on the fulfillment of the Program and issued mandates for its implementation; 

The commitment made by the Organization of American States to facilitate integration of a gender perspective into the work of all its organs, agencies, and entities by developing training programs and disseminating information on women’s human rights, and to support governments in the systematic compilation and dissemination of statistical data disaggregated by sex;

The support given to the IAP by the Heads of State and Government in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, and the need to continue with initiatives aimed at the crosscutting integration of the gender perspective in the preparations for the forthcoming Summit of the Americas to be held in Argentina; 

The role of the CIM as a technical advisory agency to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) in all matters relating to gender equity and equality, and the importance of the CIM in following up on the pertinent Summit recommendations and in the preparations for the Fourth Summit of the Americas; and,

The distinguished work of the CIM as the main forum for generating hemispheric policies on gender equity and equality, and for cooperation between the OAS and the various regional and subregional organs and bodies, and in the implementation of recommendations for promoting sector-wide gender mainstreaming in the areas of labor, justice, education, and science and technology,

RESOLVES:

1.
To take note of the Secretary General’s Fifth Report on the implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, submitted in fulfillment of resolution AG/RES. 2023 (XXXIV-O/04), and to urge him to continue giving it his full support. 

2.
To reaffirm its support for the work of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy on gender equity and equality and the promotion of women’s human rights, and to continue to support its efforts in: 

a.
The follow-up and implementation of the Inter-American Program, including the coordination of the first meeting of the Inter-Institutional Forum on Gender Equity and Equality (IIFGEE), to be convened by the Secretary General;

b.
The implementation of activities and programs for gender mainstreaming in the results of ministerial meetings on labor, justice, education, and science and technology. 

3.
Again to request the Permanent Council, in fulfillment of the mandates handed down by this Assembly, by the Summits of the Americas, and by the Inter-American Program, to:

a.
Continue in its efforts to integrate a gender perspective into its resolutions, activities, and initiatives, as applicable, to ensure that they benefit women and men on an equal and equitable basis, drawing upon the expertise of the CIM;

b.
Consider increasing the resources allocated to the CIM in the program-budget, enabling it to carry out its mandates in full.

c.
Coordinate with the CIM topics VI, VII, and VIII of the conclusions and recommendations of the fifth meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA-V) regarding trafficking in human lives, particularly women and children, violence against women, gender and justice, in the follow-up process and the preparations for REMJA-V being carried out by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP). 

4.
To urge the member states to:

a.
Continue their efforts to develop public policies and strengthen institutional mechanisms for the advancement of women and to enforce laws that promote women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, including equal opportunity for women and men at all levels;

b.
Gather and analyze data disaggregated by sex in all sectors of the economy, so as to better understand and address the different impact of trade liberalization on women and men;

c.
Analyze and create programs of support that take into account the different impact of macroeconomic policies on women and men and might bring about positive outcomes, and that could help mitigate the possible negative impact on specific populations, including, among others, women who may be affected disproportionately because of their socioeconomic role;

d.
Incorporate notions about the impact of gender in developing their national policies and positions for bilateral and regional trade agreement negotiations, and include gender equity and equality as a priority topic in trade capacity-building strategies at the national and regional levels;

e.
Encourage the diversification of employment opportunities available to women, and develop and strengthen policies and programs that will help women benefit from trade as a tool for combating poverty and encouraging equitable and sustainable development in the Hemisphere.

5.
To urge the Secretary General to:

a.
Continue to foster gender mainstreaming in all programs and policies of the Organization, promoting follow-up and support activities in the OAS gender analysis training program, in particular for new staff, and training for trainers;

b.
Reiterate the request to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to include in their annual reports to the General Assembly information on their efforts to mainstream the gender perspective into their policies, programs, projects, and activities;

c.
Work with the CIM to ensure the incorporation of a gender perspective in developing the programs and actions of all the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization; and,

d.
Report to the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session, in coordination with the CIM, on the implementation of the Inter-American Program and of this resolution by the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system.
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